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dington wished to be governor of a colony of his
own. Both Massachusetts and Plymouth were fav-
orable to this plan, as they hoped to further their
own claims to the territory of islands and mainland.
Twice Coddington made application to the newly
formed Confederation of New England for admis-
sion, but was refused unless he would bring in Aquid-
neck as part of Massachusetts or Plymouth, the lat-
ter of which laid claim to it, Coddington himself
was willing to do this but found the opposition to
the plan so vehement that he gave up the attempt
and went to England to secure a patent of his own.
After long negotiations he was successful in his
quest and returned with a document which ap-
pointed him governor for life with almost vice-
regal powers. But he had reckoned without the
people whom he was to govern. Learning of the
outcome of Coddington's mission and hearing that
he had had secret dealings also with the Dutch at
New Amsterdam, the inhabitants of the islands
rose in revolt, hanged Captain Partridge and
compelled Coddington to seek safety in flight.
Williams again went to England in 1651 and pro-
cured the recall of Coddington's commission and a
confirmation of his own patent, and Coddington
in 1656 gave in his submission and was forgiven,